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TT  is  not  without  a  certain  hesitation  that  I  have  decided  to  take 

-L     the  philosophy  and  ideal  of  Anarchy  as  the  subject  of  this  lecture. 

Those  who  are  persuaded  that  Anarchy  is  a  collection  of  visions 
relating  to  the  future,  and  an  unconscious  striving  towards  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  present  civilization,  are  still  very  numerous;  and  to  clear  the 
ground  of  such  prejudices  of  our  education  as  maintain  this  view  we 
should  have,  perhaps,  to  enter  into  many  details  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  embody  in  a  single  lecture.  Did  not  the  Parisian  press,  only  two 
or  three  years  ago,  maintain  that  the  whole  philosophy  of  Anarchy 
consisted  in  destruction,  and  that  its  only  argument  was  violence  ? 

Nevertheless  Anarchists  have  been  spoken  of  so  much  lately,  that 
part  of  the  public  has  at  last  taken  to  reading  and  discussing  our  doc- 
trines. Sometimes  men  have  even  given  themselves  the  trouble  to 
reflect,  and  at  the  present  moment  we  have  at  least  gained  a  point :  it 
is  willingly  admitted  that  Anarchists  have  an  ideal.  Their  ideal  is 
even  found  too  beautiful,  too  lofty  for  a  society  not  composed  of 
superior  beings. 

But  is  it  not  pretentious  on  my  part  to  speak  of  a  philosophy,  when, 
according  to  our  critics,  our  ideas  are  but  dim  visions  of  a  distant  future? 
Can  Anarchy  pretend  to  possess  a  philosophy,  when  it  is  denied  that 
Socialism  has  one  ? 
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